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Proclamation 4829 of March 23, 1981

Small Business Week, 1981

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

Two centuries ago in this country, small business owners—the merchants,
the builders, the traders—rebelled against excessive taxation and govern-
ment interference and helped found this Nation. Today we are working to
bring about another revolution, this time against the intolerable burdens in-
flation, over-regulation, and over-taxation have placed upon the Nation’s 12
million small businesses, which provide the livelihood for more than 100
million of our people.

To revitalize the Nation, we must stimulate small business growth and op-
portunity. Small business accounts for over 60 percent of our jobs, half of
our business output, and at least half of the innovations that keep Ameri-
can industry strong. The imagination, skills, and willingness of small busi-
ness men and women to take necessary risks symbolize the free enterprise
foundation of the American economy and must be encouraged.

I urge all Americans who own or work in a small business to continue their
resourcefulness and successes, for these efforts contribute so much to the
entrepreneurial spirit which made this Nation great. It is with justifiable
pride that the American small business man can point to himself as the
backbone of our Nation.

NOW, THEREFORE, I, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, do hereby proclaim the week beginning May 10, 1981, as Small
Business Week. I call upon every American to join me in this tribute.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this 23rd day of
March, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred eighty-one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4830 of April 2, 1981

Law Day, U.S.A., 1981

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

America was founded on the principles of liberty and the rule of law. And
throughout our Nation's history, the preservation of individual rights has
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been dependent upon the dedication of our people to liberty and the
institutionalization of its principles in the law of the land.

Our forefathers' dedication to liberty is clearly expressed in this Nation’s
great Charters of Freedom: the Declaration of Independence, the Constitu-
tion and the Bill of Rights. These documents, which are the very foundation
of American law, guarantee certain inalienable rights and privileges to
every citizen. Among these are: freedom of speech, freedom of the press,
freedom of religion, freedom of contract, the right to assemble and petition,
the right of property ownership, and the right to due process of law.

This year marks the Nation's twenty-fourth annual celebration of Law Day,
U.S.A.—a special day for reflection on our heritage of individual freedom
and for rededication to maintaining, through law, the principles of liberty
which govern this land.

NOW, THEREFORE, [, RONALD REAGAN, President of the United States
of America, invite the American people to celebrate Friday, May 1, 1981, as
Law Day, U.S.A., and to mark its observance with programs and ceremo-
nies as befits our great heritage of liberty under law.

I urge clergymen of all faiths to bring to public attention through sermons
and suitable programs the moral and ethical dimensions of law and liberty.

[ also urge schools, civic, service and fraternal organizations, public bodies,
libraries, the courts, the legal profession, all media of public information
and interested individuals and organizations to participate in the obser-
vance through programs which will focus on the Law Day 1981 theme:
Law—the Language of Liberty. To that end, I call upon all public officials to
display the flag of the United States on all government buildings on that
day.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto set my hand this second day of
April, in the year of our Lord nineteen hundred and eighty-one, and of the
Independence of the United States of America the two hundred and fifth.

RONALD REAGAN

Proclamation 4831 of April 8, 1981

Victims Rights Week, 1981

By the President of the United States of America

A Proclamation

For too long, the victims of crime have been the forgotten persons of our
criminal justice system. Rarely do we give victims the help they need or the
attention they deserve. Yet the protection of our citizens—to guard them
from becoming victims—is the primary purpose of our penal laws. Thus,
each new victim personally represents an instance in which our system has
failed to prevent crime. Lack of concern for victims compounds that failure.
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